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ention the Maldives and the word
“luscwry™ may well spring to mind.
qua waters so clear you can sea

your own nail vamish chipping in the sand,
and skies so blue, you can barely differentiate
the water from the distant harizon. All inspine
the ultimate, dream destination. We took a
wesakend away from the world and flew the
four hours from Dubai to Malé, from which a
lhusury speed boat made waves for the thres-
year-old, super-luxs resort: Huneafen Fushi.

Get your ZzE's

Locatad onits own lagoon on a tiny island in Morth
Mald atoll, Huwafen Fushi offers saveral fypes of
accommicdation. We could have made like Kate
Mioss and opted for the mublti-bedroomed lusury
lagoon villa, but we settled for life on land instead
of owver water on stilts, with a deluxe beach villa.
And never again will a hatel room satisfy. This
jam-pack ed b=auty came equippsdwith ancugh
gadgets to open our own branch of lacky's. We
espacially loved the surround sound Bose indoar
outdoor music system, complete with aniFod pre-
loaded with all sorts of ey sounds. An outdoor tub
weith nifty backr ests meant we could soak away our
wiomies bothe sounds of birdsong, oF drop fram the
padded double-daybed with a gass of champers to
our private plunge pood. f Frette linen and designer
furmiture (ncuding specials from Frank Gehry) are
wiour thing, such novelties wion't escaps your eyes
— unless youve gotthem shut, lounging ina pile of
cushions on the front deck, listening to the coaan.
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Taste sensations

Bvery night’s stay includes your breakfast, sowyour
mmeming will undoubtedly begin at Huvafan's
signature rastaurant, Calsus 15 & laid-back dining
rosom, complete with sandy floor, which banches
out across the lagoon. Flan your day doing nothing
as the smiling waiter blends for you fresh fruit
smoothies, whips youup an incredible Eggs
Benadict, or bringsyou scrumptious hamemade
wogurts and ceraals. For lunch, Fogiani®s an the
b=ach serves pizza or tasty frash fish specals, and at
dirner ime, you shouldn't miss Sakt — a restauramnt
for gourmet cuising that comes in twisty, Witk
potans, which look more like art projacts than items
to be eaten and enjoyed.

Don't forget the camera

Az ane of the smallast resorts in the Maldves,
wouwoan't find amy raucous nightcdulbs here, but

the nighthy wine-tastng in the cellar offers a great
excusa to get chatting with other guests {i. e, people
to take those lov ed-up pictures of you laughing, like
the oneas in the holiday brachures). We continued
our talkswith ancther couple in the Limbar up stairs
farthe nightly, half-price cocktail hour. Save a few
minutes, or drinks, though and head tothe shore
toweatch the sting-ray fesding. Beery night at
&:30weithout fail, these giant, wild creatures swim
foreward for their hand-fed fishy faast, damoring on
their feeder like eager puppy dogs. Amazing stuff.
Take an extra memony card.

Spoil yourself rotten

If reading your book as the barman brings you
bottles of Corona and unprompted ®re-hydrating”
smothies ism't scothing enough, book yoursalf
a session in the warld's first undersater spa-

: featunng awindow to the coeanic undersoarld.

Treatments are more expensiva in this reom than in
the ather ones, but the staff all have magc fingers
s0arub of scrub dowen here will ba something

to remamber — aven if you'reface down tothe
floor. ou can of course go snorkeling around the
lagoan, todo — not recommeanded if it's windy. The
brighthy colored fish are aoundant around tha marmy
clustars of coral. We even saw baby black tip sharks
seimming fest @ay from the shoraline.

Take me to paradise

Bungalow s cost from LUS3880 a night, not induding
the 10 percent sarvica charge {this is added to
absolutely everything — partly to save the hassle of
tipping staff). Fights from Dubai tofaé at thetime
of prirting cost fram AED 3500 diract with Emiratas.
See rasort info on: www. hevafenfushl.com [
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